Energy and Climate Workshop: Speaker Bios
Jim Hansen is the director of the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York City and Adjunct Professor at Columbia University. He is one of the world’s foremost climate scientists and an outspoken advocate of major worldwide reductions of CO2 emissions from human fossil fuel use. Among his many prestigious awards are election into the National Academy of Sciences and the Duke of Edinburgh Conservation Medal. http://www.giss.nasa.gov/staff/jhansen.html
Ed Mazria is an internationally respected architect and author, renowned for his innovative and environmentally conscious building designs. He is the founder of Architecture 2030, a nonprofit, nonpartisan group whose mission is to “rapidly transform the US and global Building Sector from the major contributor of greenhouse gas emissions to a central part of the solution to the global-warming crisis.” http://www.mazria.com/people.html
Mark Levine is Director of the Environmental Energy Technologies Division at the DoE’s Lawrence Berkeley National Lab and a pioneer of energy efficiency research. In 1988, Dr. Levine initiated LBNL’s China Energy Group, and is a co-founder of the Beijing Energy Efficiency Center. He has been involved in China and global energy demand studies, and has expertise in energy modeling and energy-efficiency policy analysis. He was recently awarded the 2008 Public Service Award by the Federation of American Scientists. http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2008-09/foas-fhm091708.php 
Chuck Kutscher is a Principal Engineer/Group Manager of the Center for Buildings and Thermal Systems in the DoE’s National Renewable Energy Lab. In his distinguished 30-year career at NREL Dr. Kutscher has worked on a host of renewable energy issues, including solar thermal energy, geothermal electricity, and building energy efficiency. His pioneering research has been published extensively, and his honors include the 2006 Abbot Award by the American Solar Energy Society. http://www.nrel.gov/news/press/2006/442.html 
Rob Gramlich is a policy and regulatory expert with the American Wind Energy Association, where his work includes electricity and transmission issues. He has been involved in electric industry analysis and policy for many years and served as the Economic Advisor for FERC Chair Pat Wood III from 2001 until 2005. He has also held positions as a market analyst with the World Resource Institute and Lawrence Berkeley National Lab among other places. http://www.awea.org/policy/contact.html 
Doug Hall is the Technology Director of the Glass for Photovoltaic Program of Corning Inc., where he has worked for 25 years. Dr. Hall has a background in physics, is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and was awarded Fellow of the Optical Society. He has published numerous peer-reviewed technical articles and holds 17 U.S. patents. http://www.aps.org/publications/apsnews/200808/solarenergy.cfm 
Fred Morse is the Senior Advisor of the U.S. solar energy-related efforts of the Spanish energy company Abengoa. His prior work includes serving as Executive Director of the White House Assessment of Solar Energy in the late 1960s under Nixon, as co-Chair of the Western Governors Association Solar Task Force, and as Chair of the Concentrated Solar Power Division of the U.S. Solar Energy Industries Association. http://www.forbes.com/2007/08/16/fred-morse-solar-tech-07egang_cx_ccm_0816morse.html 
Steve Hauser is Vice President of Strategy in the Utility Division of GridPoint, a company that has pioneered the ‘SmartGrid’ platform. He has been nationally recognized for more than 25 years as a leader in clean energy and ‘smart grid’ technology. He also serves as President of the GridWise Alliance, an advocacy group supporting a national imperative for modernizing the nation’s electric infrastructure. Previously he has held senior positions at NREL and has been an advisor to numerous clean energy organizations, and is former Chair of the World Renewable Energy Congress. http://www.gridpoint.com/company/management/ 
George Davis is Manager of New Plant Government Programs for the Nuclear Power Plants division of Westinghouse Electric Company. He has over 30 years of experience in nuclear energy and is an expert in current nuclear power plant design. In 2001 he testified before Congress on this subject and served on the DoE’s Near Term Deployment group, the goal of which was to identify new nuclear power plant designs that could become commercially viable in the US by 2010. http://energycommerce.house.gov/reparchives/107/hearings/06272001Hearing305/Davis488.htm 
Kirk Sorensen is an aerospace engineer with the NASA Marshall Space Flight Center, and a master’s student in nuclear engineering at Univ. of Tennessee. He is a contributor to the ‘Energy From Thorium’ blog and is a vocal advocate of the ‘liquid fluoride thorium reactor’ design for Th-based rather than U-based nuclear power. http://www.energyfromthorium.com/ 

Tom Blees is a freelance writer and author of Prescription for the Planet, which advocates for ‘integral fast reactors’, a fourth-generation breeder reactor design for U/Pu-based nuclear power. http://www.prescriptionfortheplanet.com/  

Howard Herzog is Principal Research Engineer at the MIT Laboratory for Energy & the Environment, where he has worked since 1989. He is also Program Manager of MIT’s Carbon Management Initiative and a respected expert on the science and economics of carbon capture and sequestration. He was a key participant in MIT’s 2007 report, The Future of Coal. He also has extensive experience in consulting for industry and government. http://sequestration.mit.edu/ 
Ed Rubin is the Alumni Professor of Environmental Engineering and Science and Professor of Engineering and Public Policy and Mechanical Engineering at Carnegie-Mellon University. Dr. Rubin is a renowned expert on a wide range of energy and environmental issues, including scientific, economic, and policy aspects. He was a lead author of the IPCC’s 2005 Special Report on Carbon Capture and Storage. He has published extensively in peer-reviewed technical journals, and the energy and environment models developed through his research have been widely used. http://www.epp.cmu.edu/httpdocs/people/bios/rubin.html 
Michael Hoexter is a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Accredited Professional, a status designated by the Green Building Certification Institute to individuals who have have demonstrated a thorough understanding of green building practices and principles. He is a self-described ‘green sales and marketing professional’ whose interests include energy conservation and efficiency and the ‘renewable electron economy’. He is a frequent blogger at http://terraverde.wordpress.com/ 
Rafe Pomerance is a founder of the Climate Policy Center and President of the nonprofit, nonpartisan group Clean Air-Cool Planet. He has worked for 3 decades on climate change and other environmental issues. He served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Environment and Development in the Clinton Administration, before which he held senior positions at World Resources Institute and Friends of the Earth. He was also the coordinator of the National Clean Air Coalition, a founder of the Board of American Rivers, and Chair of the Board of the League of Conservation Voters. http://www.cleanair-coolplanet.org/ 
